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TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUBJECT: MAY DAY TRAGEDY IN ISTANBUL 

1 . THE MAJOR TRAGEDY THAT OCCURRED IN ISTANBUL AT THE END 
OF THE MAY DAY DEMONSTRATION (DETAILS BEING REPORTED BY 
CONGEN ISTANBUL) RAISED AGAIN THE POSSIBILITY THAT 

RISING VIOLENCE COULD TRIGGER THE IMPOSITION OF MARTIAL LAW. 

THE INITIAL PUBLIC REACTION APPEARS TO BE ONE OF SHOCK. THE 
FACT THAT THE VIOLENCE PITTED ONE LEFTIST GROUP AGAINST 
ANOTHER. WITH NO APPARENT RIGHTIST INVOLVEMENT, SHOULD MAKE 
THE GOVERNMENT LESS VULNERABLE TO THE USUAL ACCUSATIONS OF 
COMPLICITY; HOWEVER. LEFTIST NEWSPAPERS ARE ALREADY 
CHARGING THAT THE ATTACK WAS PLOTTED BY FORCES OUTSIDE THE 
LEFT. 
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2. AS WE HAVE REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, THERE ARE TWO VERY 
WORRISOME FEVERS RUNNING IN THE TURKISH BODY POLITIC 
WHICH ARE UNRELATED IN THEIR ORIGINS TO SUCH EXTERNAL 
ISSUES AS US/TURKISH OR GREEK/TURKISH RELATIONS. THESE 
ARE A RAPIDLY DETERIORATING ECONOMIC SITUATION AND 
CONTINUED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. IN ANKARA THE CONVENTIONAL 
WISDOM UP TO NOW HAS BEEN THAT NOTHING CAN OR WILL BE DONE 
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TO RESOLVE THESE PROBLEMS PRIOR TO THE JUNE 5 ELECTIONS; BUT 
THE MAY DAY EVENTS ADD DRAMATICALLY TO THE EVIDENCE THAT 
THE SITUATION IS UNSTABLE AND A BREAK-DOWN COULD OCCUR 
IN EITHER ONE OF THESE STRAINED SITUATIONS AT ANY TIME. 
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